INTRODUCTION TO POWER
ing the treasury of an annual sum of a million and a half
limes > which would have to be made up for by other means.
But primarily, by an oblique method, it meant the aboli-
tion of heredity in these posts. The Third Estate, which
had been so vehement in opposing the waste of public
funds for the profit of the nobles, would not hear of its
own privileges being touched. The Parlement waxed
wroth, and all the law officers, not yet daring direct opposi-
tion to the Crown, started a campaign of calumny and
invective against the favourites, this Concini and his wife,
who were held responsible for all the faults of the Queen.
The Bishop of Lugon, reading well the hearts of men, was
not surprised to learn that Conde, in this affair, was join-
ing hands with the lawyers, whom he held in scorn. The
alliance was political only: Gonde's only sincere feelings
were his hatred of Marie de Medici, his anger at seeing
her in power, the desire that she should succumb under
attack; and he was ready to be the friend of any one who
attacked the Queen. As soon as the Court had finally
dismissed the deputies, many of whom remained obstin-
ately in Paris, the Parlement met and invited the nobles
to attend their deliberation, thus, by its own authority,
assuming the succession of the States General themselves,
and confronting royalty as an independent power. The
Queen attempted to wield her authority, and forbade the
meeting, but the Parlement ignored the prohibition.
Measuring her weakness against the insolence of her foes,
she then tried to placate them by postponing the abolition
of the tax for three years, but failed to smooth matters by
this concession. During May the President and forty of the
magistrates came solemnly to address their remonstrance
to her, and the President's speech in itself was a new
cahier of grievances. It included everything, and if actual
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